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AMERICAN

INSTITUTE IN
T AIVVAN EHEANS/ AtHERRXABENRTNRER
lesmeana 10659 At AR EEHBM =B 1345 74

TEL: +886 (2) 2162-2000 ext. 2216 FAX: +886 (2) 2162-2221

American Institute in Taiwan Taipei Office, APHIS Office /Agricultural Section No.7, Ln. 134, Sec. 3, Xinyi Rd., Taipei

March 9, 2018

Dr. Huang-Lin Kao, Deputy Director

Animal Quarantine Division

Bureau of Animal and Plant Health Inspection and Quarantine
Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan

Taipei, Taiwan

Dear Dr. Kao,

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) extends its greetings to Taiwan’s Bureau of Animal and Plant Health
Inspection and Quarantine (BAPHIQ).

On March 7, 2018, the APHIS Veterinary Services (VS) National Veterinary Services
Laboratories (NVSL) confirmed H7 low pathogenicity avian influenza (LPAI) in a commercial
poultry premises in Hopkins County in the state of Texas. Initial samples were collected on
March 2, 2018. No increased mortality or clinical signs are associated with this premises, and
low pathogenicity is confirmed due to the lack of clinical signs. The H7 finding was confirmed
through ELISA and AGID. Virus isolation is pending.

In accordance with our bilateral LPAI agreement with BAPHIQ, APHIS-VS has notified the
poultry industry and the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) that poultry meat and
meat products, and table eggs and egg products from the state of Texas which were loaded on
board vessel on or after March 7, 2018 are ineligible for export to Taiwan. We expect that the
FSIS Export Library will be updated to reflect the above changes as soon as possible.

As always, please feel free to contact APHIS® Taipei-based staff at the American Institute in
Taiwan (AIT) if you have questions or require clarifying information.

Kindest Regards,

fariht T, Gren

Russell T. Caplen
Area Director/APHIS Office
AlT, Taipei, Taiwan

ce:
Chen, Yen-Chi, AIT APHIS Office



