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2. IMPORT SPECIFICATION AND ENTRY CONDITIONS 

2.1 INSPECTION ON ARRIVAL AND MAXIMUM PEST LIMIT 

A randomly drawn sample of 600 units, from each homogenous lot within in a consignment, 
shall be inspected on arrival. Where a lot is comprised of less than 600 units, 100% inspection 
is required. 
 
Infestation by visually detectable quarantine pests on inspection at the border must not 
exceed the Maximum Pest Limit (MPL) which is currently set at 0.5%. To achieve a 95% 
level of confidence that the MPL will not be exceeded, no infested units are permitted in a 
randomly drawn sample of 600 units (i.e. acceptance number = 0). 
 
 
2.2 ENTRY CONDITIONS 

All imported nursery stock must comply with the following requirements: 
a) Basic Conditions that apply to all nursery stock, as indicated in the Plants Biosecurity Index 
and outlined in Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2. 
AND 
b) Special Conditions that apply to particular types of nursery stock, as indicated in the Plants 
Biosecurity Index and outlined in the Schedule of Special Conditions. 
 
 
2.2.1 Basic Conditions 

2.2.1.1 Types of Nursery Stock that may be imported 

Nursery stock requiring only basic entry conditions may be imported in any of the following 
types, as: 

 Cuttings (dormant and/or non-dormant) 
 Whole Plants 
 Dormant Bulbs and Tubers 
 Tissue Culture (see section 2.2.2) 

 
2.2.1.2 Import Permit 

An import permit is required unless specified otherwise in section 2.2.2 or a schedule of special 
conditions. To apply for a permit, complete the Form "Application for Permit to Import 
Nursery Stock" available from the Permit Office or on MPI  
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/importing/plants/nursery-stock/forms-and-templates/ 
The completed form should be returned to the Permit Office who will ensure that the PEQ 
requirements can be met before issuing an import permit. 
 
2.2.1.3 Labelling 

Each type of plant in the consignment must be clearly identified with its scientific name (genus 
and species). 
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2.2.1.4 Cleanliness 

Only inert/synthetic material may be used for the protection, packaging and shipping materials 
of the nursery stock. Consignments contaminated with soil shall be treated, reshipped or 
destroyed. The interception of other extraneous matter, where it cannot be readily removed, 
may result in reshipment or destruction of the consignment. 
 
2.2.1.5 Phytosanitary Certificate 

Consignments must be accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate certifying that the nursery 
stock has been inspected in the exporting country in accordance with appropriate official 
procedures and found to be free of any visually detectable regulated pests, and conforms with 
New Zealand's current import requirements. If visually detectable pests are found which are not 
listed in the import health standard, the certifying NPPO must establish their regulatory status 
prior to issuing the certificate. This information is available in MPI's "Biosecurity Organisms 
Register for Imported Commodities". 
 
If a visually detectable pest is not listed in this register, the certifying NPPO must contact MPI 
(see section 1.1) to establish the regulatory status of the pest.  
 
2.2.1.6. Pesticide treatments for whole plants and cuttings 

(a) For whole plants the phytosanitary certificate must have the following additional 
declaration, unless stated otherwise s : 
"The plants were raised from seed/cuttings in soil-less rooting media in containers maintained 
out of contact with the soil". 
 
OR 
"The roots of the plants have been dipped in fenamiphos at 1.6g a.i. per litre of water for 30 
minutes". 
 
(b) All whole plants and cuttings must be treated for insects and mites as follows, unless 
stated otherwise schedule of special condi  
 
Insects 
One of the following three treatments is required: 
(1) Methyl bromide (dormant material only): fumigation for 2 hours at atmospheric pressure at 
one of the following combinations of rate (g/m3) and temperature (oC): 

Rate (g/m3) Temperature (oC) 
48 10  15 
40 16  20 
32 21  27 
28 28  32 

 
OR 
(2) Hot water treatment/chemical treatment (dormant material only): immersion in hot water at 
a constant temperature of 24oC for at least 2 hours, followed by immersion in hot water at a 
constant temperature of at least 45oC for at least 3 hours (period required at the stated 
temperatures excluding warm-up times). Immersion in chlorpyrifos dip (2.4 g active ingredient 
per litre of dip or as per manufacturer's recommendations) containing a non-ionic surfactant for 
2 minutes with agitation. The treatment time must be increased to 5 minutes if bubbles remain 
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present on the bulb surface. The dip solution must be used no more than twice or as per 
manufacturer's recommendations. The chlorpyrifos dip may be incorporated in the hot water 
treatment. 
 
OR 
(3) Chemical treatment: spray, or preferably immerse in a dip(s) with agitation, according to the 
following conditions. The plants must be sprayed/dipped using two active ingredients chosen 
from the table below, one belonging to the organophosphorous chemical group and the other 
from a different group. For dipping, the treatment time is normally 2 minutes (except 
fenvalerate) but must be increased to 5 minutes if bubbles remain present on the plant surface. 
Dip solutions must be used no more than twice or as per manufacturer's recommendations. All 
treatments must be carried out in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations using either 
the recommended label rate or the rates shown in the table below. 
Chemical group Active ingredient Dip time  Notes 
Carbamate Carbaryl 2-5 mins  
Diacylhydrazine Tebufenozide 2-5 mins  
Neonicotinoid Imidacloprid (0.16 g per litre of dip/spray) 2-5 mins Non-dormant material 

only 
Neonicotinoid Thiacloprid (0.16 g per litre of dip/spray) 2-5 mins Non-dormant material 

only 
Organophosphorous Acephate (0.75 g per litre of dip/spray) 2-5 mins Non-dormant material 

only 
Organophosphorous Chlorpyrifos (0.8 g per litre of dip/spray) 2-5 mins Non-ionic surfactant 

required for dipping 
Organophosphorous Dimethoate 2-5 mins Non-dormant material 

only 
Organophosphorous Pirimiphos-methyl (0.475 g per litre of 

dip/spray)  
2-5 mins Non-ionic surfactant 

required for dipping 
Pyrethroid Deltamethrin 15 mins  
Pyrethroid Fenvalerate 15 mins  
Spinosyns Spinosad 2-5 mins Dip/spray at room 

temperature 

 
Mites (non-diapausing) 
Treatment must be completed either offshore prior to export or on arrival in New Zealand at the 

 
 If performed offshore, the exporting country NPPO must confirm that this treatment is 

endorsed in the disinfection and/or disinfection treatment section of the phytosanitary 
certificate including active ingredient/s of the chemical/s used, rate of application, mode 
of application (i.e. dipping or spraying with a surfactant), treatment time (i.e. how long 
the treatment was applied for) and date of application.  

 If performed on arrival (on-shore), plant material must be treated at an MPI approved 
facility in accordance Approved Biosecurity Treatments (ABTRT) by an MPI-
Approved Treatment Provider.  

 A copy of the chemical label must be supplied if different to the table below. 
 
One of the following two treatments is required: 
 
(1) Methyl bromide (dormant material only): continuous fumigation at atmospheric pressure in 
accordance with a schedule that achieves the minimum concentration-time product (CT) 
(minimum achieved dose (g·h/m3)) at a minimum temperature (oC) that must not be less than 
10 oC, is specified in the table below. Treatment must be achieved over the minimum exposure 
time (minimum duration (h)) that must not be less than 2 hours and not fall below a minimum 
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concentration (final residual concentration (g/m3)) during that treatment, as per the schedules in 
Table 1. Alternative options for longer exposure times with weaker concentrations or at higher 
temperature (oC) are also specified in the table below. 
 

Methyl bromide fumigation schedules (dormant plant material only): For 
 for a minimum of (i) 2, (ii) 2.5 or (iii) 3 hours at atmospheric pressure. 

Minimum initial 
concentration 

(g/m3)* 
 

Minimum 
concentration-time 

product (CT)/ 
achieved dose 

(g·h/m3) 

Minimum 
temperature 

over duration of 
treatment (°C) 

Minimum 
concentration 

during fumigation 
(g/m3)** 

2 hi 2.5 hii 3 hiii   2 hi  2.5 hii 3 hiii 

68 56 48 120 10 51 41 34 

57 48 40 100 16 43 35 28 

48 40 34 85 21 36 29 24 

40 32 28 70 28 30 23 20 

(g/m3) must be achieved throughout the treatment and

i Treatment duration is over a minimum of 2 continuous hours  
ii Treatment duration is over a minimum of 2.5 continuous hours  
iii Treatment duration is over a minimum of 3 continuous hours 
 

Guidance  
 While a number of combinations of time and initial concentration may be used to achieve the 

minimum requirements (CT and minimum final concentration (g/m3)) of the treatment, care must be 
taken to avoid phytotoxicity. Phytotoxic effects of the treatment may increase when a higher initial 
concentration at lower temperature and reduced duration is used. 

 It is the importers re
undertaken.  

 The importer undertakes treatments at their own risk (see legal disclaimer in Approved Biosecurity 
Treatments (ABTRT)) 

 
The concentration-time product (CT) utilized for methyl bromide treatment in this standard is the sum of the 
products of the concentration (g/m3) and time (h) over the duration of the treatment. This is in accordance 
with ISPM 43: Requirements for the use of fumigation as a phytosanitary measure.  
 

 
OR 
(2) Chemical treatment: spray to the point of runoff (with a suitable surfactant), or preferably 
immerse in a dip(s) with agitation, according to the following conditions. The plants must be 
sprayed/dipped using either OPTION 1 (one-acaricide treatment option) or OPTION 2 (two-
acaricides combined treatment option) as indicated below. For dipping, the treatment time is 
normally 2 minutes but must be increased to 5 minutes if bubbles remain present on the plant 
surface. Dip solutions must be used no more than twice or as per manufacturer's 
recommendations. All treatments must be carried out in accordance with manufacturer's 
recommendations at the maximum label rate as shown in the table below; 
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OPTION 1: One acaricide treatment 

Select any single acaricide from the list below for dormant or non dormant plant material. 

Active 
ingredient 

Chemical group Rate (g/L 
water)** 

Formulation 
type* 

Re-
treatment 
period 
*** 

Spiromesifen  Tetronic and Tetramic acid 
derivatives; group 23 

0.152 SC 7 -10 days 

Milbemectin  Avermectins, Milbemycins; group 6 0.012 SC  
Fenpyroximate  METI acaricides and insecticides; 

group 21A 
0.025 SC  

Bifenazate+ 
Abamectin  

Bifenazate; group 20D 
Avermectins, Milbemycins; group 6 

0.135 
0.007 

SC 7 -10 days 

*SC-Suspension concentrate 

**concentration of active ingredient (not amount of concentrate solution)  

***Retreatment must apply according to the NOVACHEM agrichemical manual or label 

 

OPTION 2: Two acaricides combined treatment 

OPTION 2A: Etoxazole + one of the chemicals selected from Group a  
OPTION 2B: Fenazaquin + one of the chemicals selected from Group b  
 

Active 
ingredient 

Chemical group Rate 
(g/L 
water) 

Formulation type* 

OPTION 2A (Non-dormant material only) 

Etoxazole Etoxazole; group 10B 0.038 SC 
 

Abamectin Avermectins, Milbemycins; group 6 0.012 EC 
Chlorfenap
yr 

Pyrroles; group 13 0.087 SC 

OPTION 2B  

Fenazaquin METI acaricides and insecticides; group 21A 0.352 SC 
 

Aceqinocyl  Acequinocyl; group 20B 0.150 SC 
Dicofol Dicofol; group UN 0.694 EC 

*SC-Suspension concentrate; EC-Emulsifiable concentrate 

 

If satisfied that the pre-shipment activities have been undertaken, the exporting country NPPO 
must confirm this by recording the treatments applied 

 of the phytosanitary certificate. 
 
2.2.1.7 Pesticide treatments for dormant bulbs 

These treatments are only required for dormant bulbs if specifically 
special conditi  or section 2.4: 
 
Insects 
One of the following four treatments is required: 
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(1) Methyl bromide fumigation: fumigation for 2 hours at atmospheric pressure at one of the 
following combinations of rate (g/m3) and temperature (oC): 

Rate (g/m3) Temperature (oC) 
48 10  15 
40 16  20 
32 21  27 
28 28  32 

 
OR 
(2) Actellic room fumigation: 10 cc Actellic/10m3 of room capacity for 12 hours at 20°C or 
higher. The first treatment should take place within 14 days after harvesting. Repeat the 
treatment two more times within an interval of 4 weeks. 
 
 OR 
(3) Hot water treatment/chemical treatment: immersion in hot water at a constant temperature 
of 24oC for 2 hours, followed by immersion in hot water at a constant temperature of 45oC for 3 
hours (period required at the stated temperatures excluding warm-up times). Immersion in 
chlorpyrifos dip (2.4 g active ingredient per litre of dip) containing a non-ionic surfactant for 2 
minutes with agitation. The treatment time must be increased to 5 minutes if bubbles remain 
present on the bulb surface. The dip solution must be used no more than twice or as per 
manufacturer's recommendations. The chlorpyrifos dip may be incorporated in the hot water 
treatment. 
 
OR  
(4) Chemical treatment: immersion in a dip(s) containing two active ingredients chosen from 
the table below, one belonging to the organophosphorous chemical group and the other from a 
different group, with agitation according to the prescribed conditions. The treatment time is 
normally 2 minutes but must be increased to 5 minutes if bubbles remain present on the bulb 
surface. The dip solution must be used no more than twice or as per manufacturer's 
recommendations. 

Chemical group Active ingredient Time  Notes 
Neonicotinoid Thiocloprid/Imidacloprid (0.16 g per 

litre of dip) 
2-5 mins Non-ionic surfactant 

required 
Organophosphorous Diazinon (0.5 g per litre of dip) 2-5 mins - 
Organophosphorous Pirimiphos-methyl (2.5-3.25 g per 

litre of dip) 
2-5 mins Non-ionic surfactant 

required 
Phenylpyrazole Fipronil (40 mg per litre of dip) 2-5 mins Non-ionic surfactant 

required 
 
Mites 
One of the following four treatments is required: 
 
(1) Methyl bromide fumigation: fumigation for 2 hours at atmospheric pressure at one of the 
combinations of rate (g/m3) and temperature (oC) prescribed for insects above. 
 
OR 
(2) Actellic room fumigation: 10 cc Actellic/10m3 of room capacity for 12 hours at 20°C or 
higher. The first treatment should take place within 14 days after harvesting. Repeat the 
treatment two more times within an interval of 4 weeks. 
 
OR 
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(3) Hot water treatment: immersion in hot water at a constant temperature of 24oC for 2 hours, 
followed by immersion in hot water at a constant temperature of 45oC for 3 hours (period 
required at the stated temperatures excluding warm-up times). 
 
OR 
(4) Chemical treatment: immersion in a dip(s) with agitation, according to the following 
conditions. The plants must be sprayed/dipped using either Abamectin or two active ingredients 
belonging to different chemical groups chosen from the table below. The treatment time is 
normally 2 minutes but must be increased to 5 minutes if bubbles remain present on the plant 
surface. Dip solutions must be used no more than twice or as per manufacturer's 
recommendations. All treatments must be carried out in accordance with manufacturer's 
recommendations using either the recommended label rate or the rates shown in the table 
below. 
Chemical group Active ingredient Dip time  Notes 
Avermectin Abamectin (0.009 g per litre of dip/spray) 2-5 mins Non-ionic surfactant 

required for dipping 
Organochlorine Dicofol 2-5 mins  
Organophosphorous Acephate (0.75 g per litre of dip/spray) 2-5 mins Non-dormant material only 
Organophosphorous Chlorpyrifos (2.4 g per litre of dip/ spray) 2-5 mins Non-ionic surfactant 

required for dipping 
Organophosphorous Dimethoate 2-5 mins Non-dormant material only 
Organophosphorous Pirimiphos-methyl (0.475 g per litre of 

dip/spray)  
2-5 mins Non-ionic surfactant 

required for dipping 

Nematodes 
Both of the following treatments are required: 
(1) Methyl bromide fumigation: fumigation for 2 hours at atmospheric pressure at one of the 
combinations of rate (g/m3) and temperature (oC) prescribed for insects above;  
OR Hot water treatment: immersion in hot water at a constant temperature of 24oC for 2 hours, 
followed by immersion in hot water at a constant temperature of 45oC for 4 hours (period 
required at the stated temperatures excluding warm-up times). 
 
AND 
(2) Chemical treatment: immersion in fenamiphos (1 g active ingredient per litre of dip) for 1 
hour.  
 
Fungi 
Both of the following treatments are required: 
(1) Chemical treatment: immersion in a dip containing one of the following active ingredients, 
with agitation according to the prescribed conditions. The dip solution must be used no more 
than twice or as per manufacturer's recommendations. All treatments must be carried out in 
accordance with manufacturer's recommendations using either the recommended label rate or 
the rates shown in the table below. 
Active ingredient Dip time  Notes 
Bromo-chloro-dimethylhydantoin (8.1-16 g per litre 
of dip) 

5 mins  

Formaldehyde (0.4%) 2 hours Dip at room temperature 
Peroxyacetic acid (80 ppm) 5 mins Dip at room temperature 

Wetting agent required 
Sodium hypochlorite (10%), pH 6.5-7 5 mins Dip at room temperature 

 
AND 



 

Ministry for Primary Industries Import Health Standard  Page 21 
155.02.06: Importation of Nursery Stock                                                                                                                                     2 June 2020 

(2) Hot water treatment/chemical treatment: immersion in hot water at a constant temperature 
of 24oC for 2 hours, followed by immersion in hot water at a constant temperature of 45oC for 3 
hours (period required at the stated temperatures excluding warm-up times). Immersion in 
thiabendazole dip (1-1.3 g active ingredient per litre of dip) containing a wetting agent for 15-
30 minutes with agitation. The dip solution must be used no more than twice or as per 
manufacturer's recommendations. The thiabendazole dip may be incorporated in the hot water 
treatment;  
OR Chemical treatment: immersion in a dip(s) containing two active ingredients belonging to 
different chemical groups chosen from the table below, with agitation according to the 
prescribed conditions. The dip solution must be used no more than twice or as per 
manufacturer's recommendations. All treatments must be carried out in accordance with 
manufacturer's recommendations using either the recommended label rate or the rates shown in 
the table below. 
Chemical group Active ingredient Dip time  Notes 
Benzimidazole Thiabendazole (1-1.3 g per litre of dip) 15-30 mins Dip at room temperature 

Wetting agent required 
Benzimidazole Thiophanate-methyl (0.75 g per litre of dip) 15-30 mins Dip at 27-29.5oC 
Dimethyldithio-
carbamate 

Thiram (11.2 g per litre of dip) - Dip at room temperature 

Imidazole Prochloraz (0.25 g per litre of dip) 15 mins Dip at room temperature 
Strobilurin Azoxystrobin (0.95 g per litre of dip) 15 mins Dip at room temperature 

 
If satisfied that the pre-shipment activities have been undertaken, the exporting country NPPO 

 of the phytosanitary certificate. 
  


