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A I S AUSTRALIAN QUARANTINE AND INSPECTION SERVICE % “
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FORESTRY
/} ;f/
Quarantine Alert

The information here covers AQIS quarantine requiremenis only and is current on the
date of transmission but may change without notice. AQIS makes no warranties or
representations with respect to the accuracy or completeness of that information and
will bear no liability with respect to that information. Importers must satisfy
quarantine concerns and comply with quarantine conditions applicable at the time of
entry. The Commonwealth through AQIS is not liable for any costs arising from or
associated with decisions of importers to import based on conditions presented here
which are not current at the time of importation. It is the importer’s responsibility to
verify the accuracy and completeness of the information at the time of importation.

It is the importer’s responsibility to identify and to ensure it has complied with, all
requirements of any other regulatory and advisory bodies prior to and after
importation including the Australian Customs Service, Therapeutic Goods
Administration, Department of Health and Ageing, Department of the Environment,
Water, Heritage and the Arts, Australian Pesticides & Veterinary Medicines Authority
and any State agencies such as Departments of Agriculture and Health and
Environmental Protection authorities.

Importers should note that this list is not exhaustive. Importers should also note that all
foods imported into Australia must comply with the provisions of the Imported Food
Control Act 1992 , an Act which is administered by AQIS.

Notification of the import must be provided to AQIS for all imported goods other than
goods imported as accompanied baggage or goods imported via the mail and not
prescribed under the Customs Act 1901. Notification must be consistent with
Quarantine Regulations 2000 (examples include a Quarantine Entry or a Quarantine
declaration).

Public Quarantine Alert PQA0761
Notice to plant importing industry

Implementation of mandatory Phytosanitary certification for all live plants
imported into Australia.

On 14 September 2011 a Public Quarantine Alert (PQA0753) was issued noting
AQIS’s intention to implement revised import conditions requiring all consignments of
live plants, including tissue cultures, to be accompanied by an official Government
Phytosanitary Certificate.

This Alert is to advise that ICON has now been amended to reflect these new
requirements.

Further to this, the additional declarations required on Phytosanitary certificates for
tissue cultures with media have been amended from what was previously advised in
PQAO0753.

For Tissue Cultures with media the additional declaration required is as follows:

“Tissue cultures in this consignment were visually inspected immediately prior to
export and found to be free from any symptoms of disease or microbial infection.”

For Tissue Cultures free of media the existing additional declaration will remain
as follows:



"Prior to the removal of the plant tissue from media, the tissue cultures were inspected
and found to be free of contamination. The plant tissue was aseptically transferred
under supervision to sterile containers which were then sealed and not subsequently

re-opened”.
v’ From 17 October 2011 import permits will contain these new requirements.

Please contact the Plant Quarantine Program at: plantquar(@agis.gov.au or by telephone
on (02) 6272 3917 if you have any queries about an import permit or application.
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For more information contact the [ICON Administrator or refer to the [CON Help pages.
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