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Questionnaire on Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) for the Recognition of 

Disease-Free Country Where Vaccination is not Practiced (Questionnaire A-1)
Date: YYYY/MM/DD
· Please be sure to complete the questionnaire in English or Traditional Chinese. Completeness of information will enhance the efficiency of the reviewing process. Providing inadequate/incomplete documents will delay the receiving of the reviewing results.  Please feel free to include any additional information to support your application.

I. Geographical factors
Please provide a general description of the country including physical, geographical and other factors that are relevant to FMD dissemination, countries sharing common borders and other countries that although may not be adjacent share a link for the potential introduction of the disease. Please provide a map identifying the factors above.
II. Assessment of the disease-free status on foot and mouth disease (FMD)

1. Outbreak history and current situation of FMD

(1) History of FMD outbreak status in the past ten years including the date of first detection, origin of infection, the date of eradication (date of last case), types and subtypes present. If there has been no case in the most recent ten years, please indicate the date of the last FMD outbreak in the country.
(2) Please provide following information on each FMD outbreak in the past three years (if not applicable, please provide information on the last outbreak)
Note: 
Please provide relevant outbreak reports which includes the following information such as the dossier submitted to the WOAH (if any) instead of answering each question below.
A. Chronology (time frame) and summary of the outbreaks from the first case to the eradication
B. Characteristics of the isolated virus
C. Course of measures taken in response to the outbreaks (e.g. establishment of zones, movement restriction, emergency vaccination, destruction of animals, cleaning and disinfection)
D. Disposal of carcasses and contaminated materials
E. Results of the intensive surveillance in response to the outbreaks. Information on test methods, targeted holdings, targeted animals and number of samples tested, and test results must be included.
F. Total number of affected farms (including suspected cases) and animals.
G. Source of introduction and transmission route of the FMD virus (if possible).
2. FMD eradication
(1) Legislations and regulations relevant to FMD and definition of its outbreak
A. Names of legislations, regulations and contingency plan for FMD control and eradication. Brief outline for each.
B. Please provide a description of the organizational structure at different levels.
C. Definition of FMD outbreaks and cases in the legislations and/or regulations.

(2) Strategy
Please describe how the FMD was controlled and eradicated (e.g. stamping-out policy, slaughtering, zoning).
(3) Vaccine and vaccination
A. Agencies/organizations responsible for supervision and approval for production, marketing, distribution, usage, and import of the FMD vaccine
B. Vaccination policy for the FMD (e.g. emergency vaccination only, vaccination prohibited)
C. In the case that vaccination is ever applied
(a) Please provide the date of the last vaccination carried out.
(b) Please provide the date when vaccination was officially prohibited.
(c) Please provide a description of the animal species vaccinated, identification of vaccinated animals, and the fate of vaccinated animals.
D. In the case that vaccination is prohibited
Detail information of FMD vaccines used in the past including manufacturer, approved vaccine strains, target species, timing of serial vaccination and method to discriminate infection from vaccination.
E. Detail information on stocked vaccines by the government for emergency purpose against FMD outbreak including manufacturer, approved vaccine strains and method to discriminate infection from vaccination (if any). Also, please provide the emergency vaccination manuals (if any).
(4) Animal identification and movement control
A. Please describe the identification of susceptible animals (individually or at a group level).
B. Please provide a description of the methods of animal identification, herd registration and traceability, including vaccination data.
C. Please describe the animal movements controlled in and between zones of the same or different status, in particular if the provisions of the Terrestrial Code 2021 of Chapter 8.8. are applied.

D. Please provide evidence on the effectiveness of animal identification and movement controls.
E. Please provide information on pastoralism, transhumance and related paths of movement.
F. Please describe the action taken when an illegal movement is detected.
G. Please provide information on detected illegal movements (e.g. species of animal, quantity, weight).
3. FMD diagnosis
Provide documentary evidence that the provisions in Chapters 1.1.2. (version adopted in 2013), 1.1.3. (version adopted in 2018) and 3.1.8. (version adopted in 2021) in the Terrestrial Manual are applied. In particular, the following points should be addressed.

(1) Provide a list of approved laboratory(ies) responsible for FMD diagnosis (for screening and disease confirmation) in the country. If not, provide the name(s) of and the arrangements with the laboratory(ies) where samples are sent to, the follow-up procedures and the time frame for obtaining results.
(2) Provide an overview of the FMD approved laboratories.

A. Procedures for the official accreditation of laboratories. Please give details of internal quality management systems, e.g. Good Laboratory Practice, ISO that exist in, or are planned for, the laboratory system.
B. Please give details of performance in inter-laboratory proficiency tests.
C. Please provide details on the handling of live viruses.
D. Biosecurity measures applied.
E. Details of the type of tests undertaken and the performance for their applied use (specificity and sensitivity).
F. Laboratory capacity in processing tests and samples.
(3) Flow chart of the diagnostic tests, from the detection of suspected cases by clinical inspection or screening tests to the disease confirmation.
(4) Method to distinguish from other vesicular diseases (e.g. vesicular stomatitis, swine vesicular disease) (if any).
4. FMD Surveillance

Provide documentary evidence that surveillance for FMD in the country complies with the provisions of Articles 8.8.40. to 8.8.42. in the Terrestrial Code 2021 and Chapter 3.1.8. in the Terrestrial Manual 2021.
(1) Regarding routine passive surveillance
A. Person responsible for clinical observation and notification of suspicious case (e.g. owner, farm worker, private veterinarian, official veterinarian)
B. Legal obligation for notification in the legislations and regulations and penalties in case of non-compliance (also, the penalties for failure to report).
C. The procedure to notify (by whom and to whom).
D. Notified agency/organization. Actions to be taken after receiving initial notification.
E. Efforts to encourage early notification (e.g. compensation scheme for affected farms, strengthening communication with farmers, educational activities)
F. Number of notifications received (and number of positive cases, if any) within the past two years.
(Provide the number of suspected cases, the number of samples tested for FMDV, species, type of sample, testing / differential diagnosis methods and their results.)
(2) Regarding routine active surveillance
A. Agencies/organizations and laboratories responsible for active surveillance.
B. Diagnostic methods (tests) to be used for active surveillance.
C. Detailed sampling method including:
(a) target population (including area, species, farm category such as dairy, fattening, or breeding), 
(b) design prevalence with specified confidence level,

(c) sample size (number of animals to be sampled within the population with rationale), method of selection of animals to be sampled, timing and frequency of sampling, and persons in charge of taking samples,
(d) susceptible wildlife species (included in serological surveys and to be sampled).

D. Results of the routine active surveillance for the most recent two years by regions and species.
Please provide a summary table indicating the number of suspected cases, the number of samples tested for FMDV, species, type of sample, testing methods and results (including differential diagnosis). Data should include number of holdings and animals within the region, number of holdings tested, number of samples tested, number of positive holdings and samples.
Note 1: Following the FMD chapter in the WOAH terrestrial animal health code to provide the surveillance results.

Note 2:
Also, please provide the surveillance report which includes the information above (if any).
E. Please provide details on follow-up actions taken on all suspicious and positive results.
F. Please provide criteria for selection of populations for targeted surveillance based on the risk and numbers of animals examined and samples tested.
G. Please provide details on the methods applied for monitoring the performance of the surveillance system including indicators.
(3) Related role in FMD surveillance and control
A. Please describe the role of farmers, the industry and other relevant groups in FMD surveillance and control (include a description of training and awareness programs on FMD).
B. Please describe the role of the private veterinary profession in FMD surveillance and control.
(4) Livestock demographics and economics
A. Please provide information on susceptible animal population by species and production systems.

B. Please provide information on the herds, flocks, etc. of each susceptible species that are in the country.

C. Please provide the distribution of each susceptible species (e.g. herd density).

D. Please provide tables and maps as appropriate.
(5) Slaughterhouses and markets or events associated with the congregation of FMD susceptible livestock (e.g. fairs, shows, competitions).
A. Please provide the major livestock marketing or collection centers.

B. Please provide the patterns of livestock movement within the country.

C. Please provide the transportation and management of the animals during these transactions.

(6) Wildlife demographics of wildlife with transmission in your country
A. Please provide information on susceptible species that are present in the country.

B. Please provide estimates of population sizes and geographic distribution.

C. Please provide the measures in place to prevent contact between domestic and wildlife susceptible species.

D. Information on the programs of FMD control and/or monitoring for FMD susceptible wildlife (if any).
E. Information on the program and the most recent result of the surveillance for FMD susceptible wildlife (if any).
5. FMD prevention and border control measures
(1) Coordination with neighboring countries
A. Please provide the relevant factors about the adjacent countries or zones that should be taken into account (e.g. size, distance from adjacent border to affected herds or animals).

B. Please describe the coordination, collaboration and information sharing activities with neighboring countries.
(2) Swill control

A. Please describe the control measures for the swill containing animal products fed to pigs.

B. Please provide information on the extent of the practice, and describe the controls and surveillance measures.
(3) Border control measures on importation of live animals and animal products
A. The importation of FMD susceptible animals and their products from FMD affected countries or zones (if any).
(a) Please describe the criteria that are applied to approve such countries or zones.

(b) Please provide the requirements and quarantine measures (e.g. import permits required, attachment of the health or veterinary certificate, import conditions and inspection test / procedures of live animals or animal products, quarantine or isolation period).
(c) Please provide the control measures for the entry of such animals and products, and subsequent internal movement.

(d) Please provide summary statistics of imports of susceptible animals and their products for the past two years, specifying country or zone of origin, species and quantity.

B. Requirements and quarantine measures for the import of FMD susceptible animals and their products from FMD free country or zone with vaccination (if any). (e.g. attachment of the health or veterinary certificate, inspection of live animals or animal products)
C. Requirements and quarantine measures for the import of FMD susceptible animals and their products from FMD free country or zone without vaccination (if any). (e.g. attachment of the health or veterinary certificate, inspection of live animals or animal products)
D. Please describe the regulations, procedures, type and frequency of checks at the point of entry into the country or their final destination, concerning the import and follow-up of the following:
(a) animals,

(b) genetic material (semen and embryos),

(c) animal products,

(d) veterinary medicinal products (i.e. biologics),

(e) other materials at risk of being contaminated with FMDV.
(4) Please provide a description on the methods used for the safe disposal of waste from international traffic, who is responsible, and provide a summary, for the past two years, of the quantity disposed of and the disposal locations.
(5) Please describe the action available under legislation and those actually taken, when an illegal import is detected. Provide information on illegal imports detected.
(6) Please describe and justify the corrective actions that have been implemented to prevent future FMD outbreaks in response to any past disease incursions.
(7) (In case of outbreak of FMD in the country) The timing to notify trading partners of the occurrence of the FMD outbreak (or detection of suspected case) and timing to notify the WOAH of it (before or after confirmation of FMD cases).
(8) Measures taken when FMD outbreak occurred in neighboring countries.
6. A FMD contingency planning and outbreak response programs
Note:
Please attach the contingency plan (in English or Traditional Chinese) which includes following information and highlight the corresponding parts.
(1) Please give details of any written guidelines, including contingency plans, available to the official services for dealing with suspected or confirmed outbreaks of FMD.
(2) Please describe the quarantine imposed on premises with suspicious cases, pending final diagnosis and provide the other procedures that are followed regarding suspicious cases.

(3) In the event of a FMD outbreak:
A. Chain of command, roles and responsibilities of national government, local government, and other relevant agencies/organizations in case of outbreak.
B. Establishment of restriction zones, description of restrictions within zones (movement control etc.) and the requirements to lift these zones.
C. Please indicate the sampling and testing procedures to be used to identify and confirm presence of the causative agent.

D. Please describe the actions to be taken to report and control the disease situation in and around any establishments found to be infected with FMD.

E. Measures to be taken at the affected farms (e.g. destruction of animals, carcass disposal, cleaning and disinfection).
F. Outlines of epidemiological investigation and traceability.
G. Please indicate the control or eradication procedures (e.g. vaccination, stamping-out policy, partial slaughter or vaccination, methods of disposal of carcasses and other contaminated products and materials, decontamination) that would be taken. Please include information on access to antigen and vaccine banks.

H. Definitions of related farms (e.g. epidemiologically related farms, high risk farms) and measures to be taken in such farms (e.g. destruction of animals, movement restriction, emergency vaccination, targeted surveillance, controlled slaughter)
I. Please describe the procedures to be used to confirm successful control or eradication, including any restocking provisions, sentinel animal and serological surveillance programs (including test method, sampling method, target animals and holdings, and test timing).
J. Compensation scheme (in particular, objects covered, % covered of compensation, cost sharing ratio between government and industry and the prescribed timetable) and its legal basis.
7. Others
(1) With regard to the FMD, are there zoning and/or compartmentalization in the country? For example, are there any areas with different status depending on the FMD situation in the country?
(2) Please provide information on other relevant control measures against FMD taken in the country.
8. Compliance with the Terrestrial Code

(1) In addition to the documentary evidence that the provisions of Article 8.8.2. of the Terrestrial Code 2021 are properly implemented and supervised, the Delegate of the Member Country must submit a declaration indicating:

A. there has been no outbreak of FMD during the past 12 months,
B. no evidence of FMDV infection has been found during the past 12 months,
C. no vaccination against FMD has been carried out during the past 12 months,

(2) and confirm after that since the cessation of vaccination, no animals vaccinated against FMD have been imported.
9. Recovery of status

(1) Applicant countries applying for recovery of status must comply with the provisions of Articles 8.8.7., 8.8.2.1, 8.8.2.3 and 8.8.2.4. of the Terrestrial Code 2021 and provide information as specified in Sections I to II (inclusive) of this questionnaire. Particular emphasis should be given to FMD eradication (Section 2), FMD diagnosis (Section 3), FMD serological surveillance (Section 4.(2)), FMD prevention (Section 5), and contingency planning and outbreak response programs (Section 6).
(2) For applicant countries applying for recovery of status in which the interval between the date of last application and the date of the current application is over two years, the Questionnaire B-1a “Questionnaire on general information on cloven-hoofed animals; distribution, production, processing, and disease status for the Recognition of Disease-Free Country” must also be completed and submitted.

(3) For applicant countries applying for recovery of status in which the interval between the date of last application and the date of the current application is over five years, the Questionnaire A-01 “Questionnaire on Veterinary Service for the Recognition of Disease-Free Country” must also be completed and submitted.
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